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BY KIM TARNOPOLSKI 
Contributor

In a world often plagued by adversity, 
it’s the stories of resilience and com-
passion that shine the brightest. 

One such beacon of hope is Kamer-
on’s Krusaders, a nonprofit born out of 
love and loss and  dedicated to making a 
difference in the lives of others. This or-
ganization, named after Kameron Sher-
man, embodies the spirit of altruism and 
the power of collective action.

The journey of Kameron’s Krusaders 
began with a heartbreaking event – the 
passing of Kameron Sherman on July 15, 
2019, due to a rare and aggressive form 
of pediatric cancer called Rhabdomyo-
sarcoma. 

Faced with unimaginable grief, 
Kameron’s parents, Debbie and Bryce, 
found solace in channeling their pain 
into a force for good. They vowed to hon-
or their son’s memory by spreading joy 
and support to those experiencing sim-
ilar life-threatening diseases.

Kameron’s Krusaders launched initia-

tives aimed at providing aid and com-
fort to individuals and families. It serves 
children at Phoenix Children Hospital 
by supplying them with monthly snacks 
and seasonal gift “buckets” filled with 
toys and goodies.  

The group supports families by do-

nating gas and grocery gift cards to 
lessen the financial burden.  It donates 
to programs like Animal-Assisted Ther-
apy through fundraising events such 
as Phoenix Children’s “Dine with Your 
Dog.”

 In 2022, it launched “The Holiday 

Family Extravaganza” where members 
adopt families and provide holiday gifts.  

From organizing fundraisers to offer-
ing emotional support, Kameron’s Kru-
saders has quickly become a beacon of 
hope for many.  In times of struggle, it’s 
easy to feel isolated and alone. However, 
through their unwavering support and 
compassion, this organization reminds 
us that, no matter the obstacles we face, 
we are never truly alone.

In January, Debbie Sherman shared 
the mission of Kameron’s Krusaders 
with her 100+ Women Who Care Valley 
of the Sun group in the East Valley.  The 
members were moved by her presenta-
tion and selected the charity to receive 
their quarterly donations.  Kameron’s 
Krusaders was awarded $10,725. 

“With each member’s generous dona-
tion, we can expand our reach into the 
community throughout the year and es-
pecially around the holidays.   With the 
ability to support additional families, as 

100+ Women support kids with deadly illnesses

Celebrating a donation from the 100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun are, from left, 
Katherine Katz, Bryce Sherman, Debbie Sherman and Crissy Haidos. (Photo by Kim Tanopolski)
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cal, especially for kids.” 
Chandler’s Eli Greenberg, 11, plays the 

role of Greg’s best friend, Rowley. Greg 
spends much of the show worrying that 
Rowley’s utter lack of coolness will knock 
Greg down a few rungs on the social lad-
der. 

“He’s not a great friend to Rowley at 
first, but he changes his tune by the end of 
the story,” said England. “He recognizes 
the friend he has in Rowley and realizes 
he doesn’t need to worry so much about 
everyone else’s opinions.”

The music adds an extra layer of mean-
ing to Greg’s adventures, driving home 
important messages about friendship, 
self-acceptance and the power of being 
true to oneself. 

“When I first learned about ‘Wimpy 
Kid,’ I heard a song called ‘Stuck in the 
Middle’ and couldn’t stop singing it all 
day,” said England. “Since this is a brand-
new show, audiences will get to hear 
these songs for the first time. It’s such 
a fun score with so much variety, from 
shoo-bop and rap to boy-band material.” 

“13: The Musical” offers another per-

spective on young adolescence through 
the story of Evan Goldman. Caught in the 
upheaval of his parents’ divorce, Evan is 
uprooted from the bustling streets of New 
York City to a small town in Indiana on 
the cusp of his 13th birthday. The show 
stands out for its authentic depiction of 
teenage life, from the awkwardness of first 
crushes to the sting of social exclusion. 

“‘13’ is a musical that performers in this 
age group so badly want to do,” said Wes-
ley Bradstreet, one of the show’s directors. 
“It doesn’t shy away from the awkward-
ness of middle school trials and is such a 
great representation of how kids this age 
speak and think. The show is rooted in the 
reality of their everyday experiences.”

“Audiences will like the show’s honesty 
and reach for connection,” added Jackie 
Brecker, also a director of “13.” “For kids, 
it will feel very relatable. For adults, it will 
provide a sense of nostalgia, bringing 
them back to the way they felt when they 
were 13.”

After arriving in Appleton during the 
summer months, Evan develops a close 
friendship with his neighbor and fellow 
middle-schooler, Patrice. When the new 
school year begins and he realizes Patrice 
is a “geek,” he tosses her aside, not want-
ing her to affect his social standing or turn 
off the cool kids from attending his bar 
mitzvah. 

Not only does he hurt Patrice, but he 
sets in motion a series of events that bring 
middle school’s most heartbreaking, 
cringe-worthy and hilarious experiences 
to life.

“By the end of the story, Evan has come 
full circle,” said Bradstreet. “He appreci-
ates the real friends in his life and makes 
amends for the hurt he has caused. This 
cast does an incredible job expressing the 
deep emotion of this story.”

With a cast of gifted young perform-
ers, “13” captures the essence of teenage 
angst and the all-consuming desire to 
fit in. Helping to deliver these messages 
are three Chandler performers: Mason 
Berchman, 14, as Kendra; Eli Greenberg, 
11, as Eddie; and Katelyn Kovesdy, 14, as 
Richie.

But it’s not just the performers who 
shine in this production. The music itself 
is a star. 

Written by Tony Award-winning com-
poser Jason Robert Brown, with a book 
by Dan Elish and Robert Horn, the score 
includes infectious favorites like “13/Be-
coming a Man” and the deeply moving 
“What it Means to be a Friend,” each song 
holding up a mirror to audiences who’ve 
experienced the highs and lows of grow-
ing up.

Added Brecker, “We have really strong 
vocalists in this cast. Jason Robert Brown 
is hard music, but the kids are handling it 
just fine. It’s a testament to how good they 
are.”

Both “Wimpy Kid” and “13” will be per-
formed at Limelight’s black box Artspace 
Theatre at 511 W. Guadalupe Road in Gil-
bert. Evening and matinee performances 
are available.   
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HANSON’S AZ store only.

SAVE 20%
when you buy 4 bottles of wine

Wine Sale

OUR OWN 
POTATO SALAD

AZ Store only. Limit 2 lbs. 
Valid April 19th, 20th, 21st, 2024 only.

½ PRICE½ PRICE

JALAPENO 
CHEDDAR BRATS

½ PRICE½ PRICE
AZ Store only. Limit 2 lbs. 

Valid April 19th, 20th, 21st, 2024 only.

ALL BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREASTS

½ PRICE½ PRICE
AZ Store only. Limit 2 lbs. 

Valid April 19th, 20th, 21st, 2024 only.

Von Hanson’s Own

OUR OWN 
CHICKEN PARMESAN

AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

$8.99/lb.

DINNER’S DONE

2 for 
$10

Von Hanson’s Own...

8 oz Bacon Wrapped Prime Boneless Pork Chops
AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

OUR OWN HAM SALAD

AZ store only. Limit 2 lbs. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

Von Hanson’s Own

$8.99/lb.

SLICED BEEF FOR JERKY 
5lb. frozen pack

AZ store only. Limit 2 lbs. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

Von Hanson’s Own

$9.99/lb.

FROZEN 6OZ CHICKEN BREAST 
3lb. box

$29.99/ea.
AZ store only. Limit 2 lbs. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

Von Hanson’s Own

OUR OWN 
SLOPPY JOE

Von Hanson’s Own…

$6.99/lb.
AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

DINNER’S DONE
$$24.9924.99

Von Hanson’s Own...

2 - 8 oz Beef or Chicken 
Skewers & 2 Twice Baked Potatoes

AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

TRIM & LEAN TRIM & LEAN 
BUNDLE MINIBUNDLE MINI

• 6-6oz. Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breasts 

• 4-8oz. Beef Grill Steaks 
• 4-8oz. Pork Chops 
• 3-1lb. Ground Beef 
• 1-1lb. pkg. 

Fondue Meat

reg. $99.99 
NOW 

$949 9

SAVE 
$5

AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

ea.

PACK FORPACK FOR
TWOTWO

• 2 - 8 oz. New York Strip Steaks
• 2 - 8 oz. Boneless Pork Chops
• 2 - 8 oz. Beef Grill Steaks
• 2 - 6 oz. Boneless Chicken Breasts
• 1 - 6.5 oz. Von Hanson’s Special Spice

AZ store only. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

$49.95 ea.

LEAN GROUND BEEF 
FROZEN PATTIES

5lb. bag

Von Hanson’s Own…

Buy 1 package, Get 1 package Free
AZ store only. Limit 2 free. VALID 4/1/24 - 4/30/24 ONLY.

$3.00 OFF

Arizona store only. We accept Food Stamps • We reserve the right to limit quantities

Offering fresh boneless seafood! Fish Fillets: Grouper, Atlantic salmon, Halibut, Ahi Tuna, Organic salmon, Swordfish, Cod, 

Catfish fillets, Walleye, and also Wild Gulf Mexican shrimp! (Seafood at AZ store only.)

Only Fri-Sat-Sun
April 19th-21st

New Surly
Craft Beers!

Senior Day

Senior Day

55 or older

55 or older

April 9th, 2024

April 9th, 2024

SAVE 10%

SAVE 10%

on purchase of

on purchase of

$30 or more.

$30 or more.

Sale items excluded.

Sale items excluded.

AZ store only.

AZ store only.

7272 HHourour
Sale!Sale!

Visit us: www.vonhansonsmeats.netwww.vonhansonsmeats.net

On Alma School Road, between Elliot & Warner
Open Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm, Sunday 10am-6pm

2390 N. ALMA SCHOOL • CHANDLER • 480-917-25252390 N. ALMA SCHOOL • CHANDLER • 480-917-2525

Share your pictures with #vonhansonsmeats  

DOWNLOAD OUR DOWNLOAD OUR 
MONEY-SAVING APP!MONEY-SAVING APP!

We are on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and Yelp!

Fresh Deli Salads!
Deli Salads All Made In-House!
Ham Salad, Chicken Salad,
Pasta Salads, Pulled BBQ
Chicken or Pork, and More!!!

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT OURBE SURE TO CHECK OUT OUR

We Process Boneless, BOTH Fresh & Frozen Wild Game! WE CAN EVEN MAKE
JAVELINA TASTE GOOD!!

SS
VOTED BEST VOTED BEST 
MEAT SHOP MEAT SHOP 
IN 2023!!!IN 2023!!!

WE WELCOME SPECIAL ORDERS

FREEZER-READY PACKS!DINNER TONIGHT!

Military Dayactive & retiredevery Monday SAVE 10%on purchase of $30 or more.Excludes sale items.AZ store only.

CLIPPER_TEMPLATE_LEGAL_CC2022.indd   1 3/14/2024   3:42:14 PM

Family managed 
since 1981

NOT ALL POTTERY IS CREATED EQUALNOT ALL POTTERY IS CREATED EQUAL

480-802-1309
Southern Chandler

23843 S. Cooper Rd.
Delivery Available

Hours: Open Daily 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
CLOSED TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS

LOWER PRICES, LARGEST 
SELECTION!

HUGE 
SELECTION 

OF 
OVERSIZED 
POTTERY!

PET 
FRIENDLY!

• Fountains
• Benches
• Bird Baths
• Ceramics
• Stoneware
• Wrought Iron
• Oversized Pottery
• Metal Wall Decor
• Indoor/Outdoor
  Decor
• Much More!
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If you go
Diary of a Wimpy Kid the 
Musical
WHEN: Through April 19

WHERE: 511 W. Guadalupe Road, Gilbert

INFO: ll-pa.org/tickets

13: The Musical
WHEN: April 12-21

WHERE: 511 W. Guadalupe Road, Gilbert

INFO: ll-pa.org/tickets

well as increasing the level of financial 
support, our positive impact will contin-
ue to grow for years to come,” said Deb-
bie Sherman.

Since the chapter’s inception in 2015, 
100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun 
has donated over $1.2 Million to local 
charities. To learn more or to register for 
their upcoming giving circle on April 23, 
visit 100wwcvalleyofthesun.org.  Guests 
are welcome.

To learn more about Kameron’s Kru-
saders, visit kameronskrusaders.com.  
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www.santansun.com
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