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I
n the blink of an eye, the new school 
year is upon us.

It is tradition for most families to go 
“back to school” shopping to buy school 
supplies and new clothes.

 However, for many parents purchas-
ing new clothing is not in their budget. 
Assistance League of East Valley steps in 
to help. 

Assistance League of East Valley pro-
vides a program called Operation School 
Bell that includes three components: 
uniforms, store dressings, and homeless 
teens. 

In 2021, it provided uniforms to 5,577 
elementary students, served 1,466 el-
ementary students in non-uniform 
schools, and served 338 students identi-
fied as transitional (homeless) or Youth 
on Their Own by the districts.

 This program makes it possible for 
children to have the required uniforms, 
if attending uniform schools, and gives 
students in non-uniform schools and 

homeless youth a feeling of being like 
the others and that leads to greater con-
fidence. 

In addition to Operation School Bell, 
Assistance League of East Valley has a 
program called Assault Survivor Kits 

(ASK) that supplies ten (10) commu-
nity crisis organizations with clothing, 
snacks, and other items not in their nor-
mal budget. 

The ASK program helps people in cri-
sis situations such as fires, accidents, 

and assaults. Frequently, the victims 
need clothing to wear home and have 
short term food needs. 

Assistance League of East Valley also 
gives two-year college scholarships to 
qualified East Valley Institute of Tech-
nology graduates who will be attending 
an accredited institution of higher learn-
ing in Arizona. 

 Students receive $1,700 a year for two 
years as long as they are enrolled full-
time and maintain their grades. 

These scholarships are based on fi-
nancial need along with ability, aptitude, 
and determination to complete their 
education.  In 2022-23, the Assistance 
League of East Valley awarded scholar-
ships to fourteen (14) outstanding young 
adults. 

Another program the organization will 
restart this fall is Adult Day Care Socials. 

Monthly celebrations are held at Tem-
pe Adult Day Health Services. Members 
of the Assistance League visit with par-

Women Who Care helps Assistance League of EV
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Chandler performer stars in ‘Jurassic World Live’
BY CHRISTINA FUOCO-KARASINSKI 

Staff Writer

C
arlos “SparXz” Caraballo has won 
medals for hip-hop dance as a 
member of Coolidge-based Ex-

iles. 
The Chandler resident parlayed his 

performance skills into a gig with Feld 
Entertainment’s “Jurassic World Live 
Tour,” which comes to the Footprint 
Center July 28-30. 

The production features more than 24 
film-accurate, life-sized dinosaurs with 
“scale, speed and ferocity, operated by 
animatronics and performers.”

Fans of the Netflix animated series 
“Jurassic World: Camp Cretaceous” will 
also recognize Bumpy, the friendly and 
food motivated dinosaur, as she goes 
from baby to adult fairly quickly.

The show will turn the Footprint Cen-
ter into the dense jungles of Isla Nublar, 
where real Gyrospheres roll through the 
valley and scientists work to unravel a 
corrupt plan and save a new dinosaur 
from a terrible fate. 

“It’s way different than Hip-Hop Inter-
national,” Caraballo said with a laugh. 
“It’s basically an immersive experience 
into the ‘Jurassic World’ franchise. It’s 
based on the ideas of the movie, so there 
are dinosaurs, soldiers and Isla Nublar.

“It’s a new, original storyline with orig-
inal characters. You get an extra reward if 
you see the movies. It’s a totally new sto-
ry, though, so everyone enjoys it.”

In the show, the “dino-teer” plays 
Jeanie, the main character, a Troodon.

See JURASSIC  on  Page 37

Celebrating a generous gift to the Assistance League of the East Valley form 100+ Women 
Who Care Valley of the Sun chapter are, from lefty: Sarah Auffret, Janifer Gorney, Kath-
erine Katz, Judy Brown, Kara Medlock, Ibis Valles, Maria Hesse, Crissy Haidos and Kathy 
Stevens. (Courtesy of 100+ Women Who Care of the East Valley)

Chandler resident Carlos “SparXz” 
Caraballo parlayed his performance 
skills into a gig with Feld 
Entertainment’s “Jurassic World Live 
Tour.” (Courtesy of Feld Entertainment)
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C
handler High School graduate 
K’Mari Johnson said he was look-
ing forward to his senior year 

because his previous three years at the 
school fell short of his expectations.

And then his senior year went “off the 
rails.”

K’Mari and his family moved to the 
area before his sophomore year.  He said 
COVID-19 kind of wiped out most of 
his freshman and sophomore years. He 
ended up taking online courses his en-
tire second year of high school.

K’Mari was among thousands of stu-
dents who had their education impact-
ed by the pandemic. He graduated a few 
weeks ago.

Entering his junior year, K’Mari said 
he was excited to finally be back in class 
and able to hang out with friends. 

“I’m excited, I made the basketball 
team, but I didn’t get a lot of playing 
time, as much as I wanted to,” K’Mari 
said. “So going into my senior year, I was 
really hoping it would be a big year for 
me.”

He spent the summer playing AAU 
basketball and working with a trainer to 
get ready for the season. 

“I was taking it very seriously, so [it] 
was supposed to be a big year for me. For 
it to go off the rails like that, definitely, 
definitely hurt.”

K’Mari said the first couple of months 
of the school year were normal, but 
things started to go wrong in September. 
He felt strong pains in his stomach.

“At first, I thought nothing about it,” he 
said. “I just really didn’t care too much 
because I was still playing basketball, 
still getting ready for the season.”

The pain started to get worse. His 
mother took him to urgent care, where 
he was examined. Doctors weren’t sure 

what was causing the pain on that first 
visit, but they listed a number of things 
that it could be. Among that list was 
Crohn’s disease.

Crohn’s disease is a chronic, inflam-
matory disease of the gastrointestinal 
tract. According to Johns Hopkins Med-
icine, it is an autoimmune disorder, 
which means the body’s immune system 
mistakenly attacks healthy tissue.

It is something that K’Mari will have to 
deal with for the rest of his life.

“It was a roller coaster, I was in and out 
of the hospital, like, seven days, then two 
weeks out, and more days in,” K’Mari 
said. “Collectively it was about 40 days 
over a span of three or four months.”

The basketball season he had been so 
looking forward to was gone. 

Despite that, school administrators 
noted K’Mari’s upbeat attitude and how 
he always looked for the bright side 
and continued to work at studying, get-
ting good grades in Advance Placement 
courses. 

“Everything that happened early in the 

Chandler High graduate conquered big obstacle

ticipants, providing fellowship, refresh-
ments, decorations, live entertainment, 
and a small gift for those celebrating 
birthdays each month.  

Forty percent of the funding for Assis-
tance League of East Valley comes from 
their thrift shop in Chandler. 

This is no ordinary thrift store; it’s 
beautifully arranged and created with a 
loving touch.

 All donated clothing is steamed, do-
nated items are cleaned, and racks and 
shelves are meticulously laid out. Swing 
by and check out their lovely selection of 
clothing, household items, toys, books 
and more. Or, donate your gently used 
treasures. 

Your donations will benefit the East 
Valley community through the many 
programs the Assistance League of East 
Valley provides.  

In April, Assistance League of East 
Valley was chosen to receive a donation 
from 100+ Women Who Care Valley of 
the Sun. Their East Valley members do-
nated $11,100 to it in May. 

“We feel so blessed that we have been 

recognized as an organization that cares 
about our community. We do our best 
to bring supplies and the essentials that 
people need so that we can make a dif-
ference. The fact that you trust us to be 
good stewards of your donations really 
touches our hearts, and we appreciate 
it so much,” said Janifer Gorney, former 
president of the Assistance League.  

100+ Women Who Care is a group of 
women that meets quarterly to learn 
about local charitable organizations. 
The members of the group vote to decide 
which organization will receive their 
quarterly donation.

 Each member of the group donates 
$100 to the chosen charity. The members 
have donated over $1 million to charities 
since their inception in 2015.

100+ Women Who Care Valley of the 
Sun meets quarterly in the East Valley 
at the Forum Event Complex at 2301 S. 
Stearman Drive, Chandler. 

 Their Q3 giving circle will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 17.  Visit 100wwcvalley-
ofthesun.org/ for more information or to 
register. To learn more about Assistance 
League of East Valley: assistanceleague.
org/east-valley.  
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year, from September to January, I feel as 
though even though I went through all of 
that, … I’m glad that I could learn from it 
and take my experiences and move for-
ward,” K’Mari said. 

“It takes a lot to bounce back from 
that, and I feel as though it has made me 
stronger as a person.”

K’Mari plans to attend the University 
of Arizona and major in sports manage-
ment. 

He doesn’t know exactly what career 
he would like to pursue, but he said he 
would love to stay involved in basket-
ball, perhaps as a journalist covering it 
or maybe as an analyst.

“The field that I want to pursue has to 
do something with basketball, because 
that’s my real passion,” he said.

Although that passion was taken away 
from him for his senior year, K’Mari re-
mains upbeat and is focusing on the fu-
ture.

“I really appreciate the things around 
me now, because you never know what 
can be taken from you in an instant,” he 
said. “It can be so unexpected, so I’m 
definitely glad I grew from that and I’m 
happy for the support I had around me.”  

K’Mari Johnson is a newly minted 
alumnus of Chandler High School. 
(Submitted)
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