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BY KIM TARNOPOLSKI 

Guest Writer

N
o parent wants to hear the words 
“your child has cancer” or a se-
rious illness. Unfortunately, it 

happens more often than we think. 
Many nonprofits in the community 

have been started because a family ex-
perienced the unthinkable. The subse-
quent nonprofit is a way for the family or 
parent(s) to help others who must walk 
that same path.

Amanda Hope Rainbow Angels is one 
of those community charities. 

It was founded in 2012 by Lor-
raine Tallman to honor her daughter 
Amanda by addressing the “here and 
now” needs of pediatric cancer care. 
   Amanda Hope was a special little girl, 
the type of child who lit up the room 
with her smile. At age 9 she started expe-
riencing severe headaches and flu-like 
symptoms. After several tests it was con-

firmed that Amanda had 
leukemia. 

The phone call con-
firming the diagnosis 
would forever change the 
lives of Amanda and her 
family.

It took three long years 
of chemotherapy to fi-
nally go into remission. 
Celebrations were had, 
along with a huge “No 
More Chemo Party” at-
tended by family, friends, 
nurses, and doctors. 

Amanda went back to 
school and started to enjoy life again. 
Then, one afternoon three months later, 
she mentioned she wasn’t feeling well. 

A battery of tests discovered she had a 
mass in her brain. Another painful jour-
ney of chemo and radiation began. 

Throughout the treatments, Amanda’s 

spirits never waned. She kept smiling 
and expressing her concern and car-
ing for the other children in the hospi-
tal.  Amanda dreamed of a simply de-
signed shirt to keep the children covered 
and warm during treatments. 

After her passing, her mother made 

sure her dream became a 
reality with the Comfycozy’s 
for Chemo shirt. Today, over 
10,000 warriors have their 
very own Comfycozy’s for 
Chemo shirt. 

Although Amanda lost 
her battle with cancer, her legacy has 
helped thousands of children through 
the programs offered by Amanda Hope 
Rainbow Angels. 

The organization’s mission is to bring 

100+ Women helps raise donations for Rainbow Angels

BY SARAH AUFFRET 

Guest Writer

E
lvis will be in the building for a 
special Vegas Nights celebration 
for Assistance League of East Val-

ley April 29 at Oakwood Country Club in 
Sun Lakes. 

Following piano music, champagne 
and dinner, an “Elvis” performer will hit 
the dance floor with some of the singer’s 
greatest hits. 

“It’s going to be a great time,” said 
League President-elect Marsha Calhoun 
of Chandler. “We’re putting on a real-
ly fun event, but the best thing is that it 
helps us do a lot of good in the commu-
nity. The children count on us.” 

Assistance League of East Valley pro-
vides new clothing for over 5,000 ele-
mentary school children each year, as 
well supplies and clothing for homeless 
teenagers, assault survivor kits for vic-
tims of trauma and accidents, and 13 

college scholarships.  
Its primary source of funds is the up-

scale Assistance League Thrift Shop in 

Chandler. The shop, known for having 
daily sales and quality items, has a line of 
shoppers waiting to get in when it opens 

for the week every Wednesday at 10 a.m.  
“We do wonderful things for the most 

vulnerable people in our population,” 
said Judy Brown of Chandler, who joined 
the group 13 years ago. “All of us are vol-
unteers. We don’t mind putting in a lot 
of hours because we know what a differ-
ence it makes.” 

Vegas Nights will feature a silent auc-
tion, wine pull, raffle and casino games 
in addition to dinner and live entertain-
ment. 

Tickets are $90 and are available on-
line, by mail or at the shop. The shop, 
located at 2326 N. Alma School in Chan-
dler, is open Wednesday-Saturday 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 

The all-volunteer group also raises 
funds through grants and donations. 
Sponsors are being sought for the Vegas 
Nights event. 

Information: assistanceleagueeastval-
ley.org.   

East Valley Assistance Leagues slates Vegas Night

Jessie Swygert of  Amanda 
Hope is flanked by Crissy 
Haidos, left, and Katherine 
Katz as she receives a a check 
from 100+ Women Who Care 
Valley of the Sun on behalf of 
her organization.
(Special to SanTan Sun News)

Chandler residents Judy Brown, left, and Marsha Calhoun prepare for Assistance League’s 
Vegas Nights event on April 29. (Special to SanTan Sun News)
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