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community impact
By Leann Landberg and Susan Barlow

“I believe that in empowering women, you empower everybody 
else. When you lift up a woman, she lifts up the rest of her family 
and her community and her society and her economy.” It’s a 
powerful quote by Melinda Gates, and one that resonates with 
so many women because of the many roles they play while at the 
same time trying to manage a career.

Positive Paths, a local nonprofit supporting East Valley women, 
operationalizes this message by providing a life bridge for women 
to achieve economic stability, personal growth, and professional 
achievement. Positive Paths believes that empowering women is a 
key change agent and is an essential element to achieving a world 
that works for everyone. Studies show that when women are 
supported and empowered, all of society benefits – families are 
healthier, more children complete elementary and high school 
and go on to trade school or college, productivity improves, and 
incomes increase. In short, communities are strengthened.

Since 2014, approximately $250,000 in scholarships for 
post-secondary education have been awarded by Positive Paths 
to over 90 women in the East Valley. Each recipient receives 
one-on-one mentoring by a professional, often in the same or 
similar career path as the scholar. In addition, the recipients 
attend networking events to create academic and career-related 
connections, along with professional education events that 
focus on areas such as resume writing, time management, and 
financial skills.

In March, 100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun presented 
Positive Paths with a donation of $10,800 on behalf of their East 
Valley members. Chapter member Ellen Tadman is a volunteer 
with Positive Paths and nominated the charity. Ellen mentors 
a young woman who has turned her life around and is now 
the primary caretaker of her grandmother, has completed her 
associate’s degree, and is attending ASU to become a veterinar-
ian. Ellen says, “I’m her mentor, though I think she’s mine. I am 
learning about overcoming challenges, facing life with positivity 
and grace, and not giving up on your dreams.”

100+ Women Who Care Valley of the Sun is a group of like-
minded, passionate women who want to connect to one another 
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games, reading, and drawing. Fabiana 
loves her dolls, coloring, and crafts.

The Kings originally moved from Phoenix 
to Chandler to be closer to Zach’s job at 
Intel. The couple was starting a family and 
decided that Chandler was a great place to 
raise children.

As a family, they love to hike and ski, 
both inside and outside of our state. 
They also love to eat out, their favorite 
food being tacos. As travel restrictions 
and COVID concerns subside, they look 
forward to taking a beach vacation in 
the summer. It’s all about making mem-
ories together.

Celina has led multiple donation drives 
for Dress for Success, an organization 
that helps empower women with net-
work support and professional attire to 
help them re-enter the workforce. She 
also assists the City of Chandler with its 
holiday drive to help families in need, and 
when the opportunity arises, she loves to 
invite her friends and clients to partici-
pate in philanthropic efforts as well.

Fast forward to today, Zach and 
Celina are blessed with two beau-
tiful children: a son, Sebastian 
(10), and a daughter, Fabiana (6). 
Sebastian loves playing video 

Zach and Celina met at Zach’s sister’s 
wedding. They hit it off right away. 
From that day on, they have been 
together and married in 2008 in San 
Carlos, Sonora, Mexico. 100+ women
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and to their communities. Since the chapter’s inception in 2015, 
over $850,000 has been given to local charities. This group of 
women has learned that giving back is better together. Visit 
100wwcvalleyofthesun.org to learn more or register for their 
upcoming giving circle on April 14.

To learn more about Positive Paths, visit positivepathsaz.org.




