
Ocotillo Living  •  April 2021 April 2021   •  Ocotillo Living36 37

On an average day, 55 children 
disappear from the U.S. foster 
care system. Thankfully, due to 
the efforts of Gen Justice, these 
children have an advocate pro-
viding them a voice in the legal 
system. Founded in 2017, with 
the purpose of mending the child 
protection system and bringing 
a permanent end to innocent 
children enduring violence, they 
have been able to directly assist 
766 children and their families, to 
date, through their legal clinic.

Gen Justice opened a one-of-
a-kind Children’s Law Clinic in 
Arizona to provide free counsel 
for abused children in danger. 
More than 50 pro bono attor-
neys across Arizona support this 

work. The clinic also partners with organizations throughout the 
state to provide training about the rights of foster care children 
to relatives, foster families, licensing agencies, and front-line 
workers. Gen Justice has worked with lawmakers to adopt 
reforms that help to find children’s relatives faster, keep infants 
and toddlers from being bounced between foster homes, speed up 
adoptions, improve educational opportunities, and give kids fair 
and legal representation.  

Darcy Olsen, CEO and Founder of Gen Justice, says, “In case 
after case, I saw how the criminally accused receive more protec-
tion under the law than child victims. Criminals have the con-
stitutional right to an attorney and to a speedy and public trial; 
children have none of those protections.” The organization helps 
kids on a child-by-child basis. Children represented by attorneys 
exit the system for families 1.5 times faster than kids who aren’t. 

The East Valley members of 100+ Women Who Care Valley of 
the Sun presented Gen Justice with a donation of $7,600. The 
donation will help lawmakers stop sex trafficking in foster care, 
find families for the thousands of children waiting for adoptive 
homes, and help them exit the system faster by banning the con-
tinuances that plague the child welfare courts.

100+ Women Who Care is a group of like-minded, passionate 
women who want to connect to one another and to their commu-
nities. The ladies are leveraging their resources so their quarterly 
gifts of $100, per member, add up to a significant donation to a 
local charity. This group of women has learned that giving back is 
better together.

To learn more about Gen Justice visit GenJustice.org. 100+ 
Women Who Care Valley of the Sun’s next giving circle is on 
April 22 in the East Valley. Visit them at 
100wwcvalleyofthesun.org to register. Guests are welcome.

Phil Giltner, Chairman of the Board; Darcy Olsen, Founder and CEO; Caitlin Lawler, nominating member of 100+ WWC; Susan Barlow, 
100+ WWC; Leann Landberg, 100+ WWC; and Michael, Darcy’s son
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financial 
fitness

By Shauna Osborne

accounts; today, options are limitless, 
and we are inundated with choices. 
With increasing complexity should come 
improved educational opportunities 
to understand these economic intrica-
cies, but unfortunately, the opposite is 
true: Few schools incorporate financial 
education into their curriculums, which 
does not set a promising course for the 
long-lasting financial decisions on the 
near horizon for these young adults, 

such as student loans and credit cards. What can be done?

• Get educated: Whether through perusing a helpful  
book, talking to a professional, or taking an online course 
through the National Endowment for Financial Education 
(www.nefe.org), set out to learn everything you can about 
budgeting, saving, and investing.

• Talk about money: Money is an emotional topic, and many 
Americans avoid the subject with loved ones, considering it 
taboo. However, discussing finances in depth provides the 
foundation for wise, informed decisions and the long-term 
financial success of your family. 

Compound interest. Inflation. Diversifi-
cation. These terms likely sound famil-
iar to you, but do you know what they 
really mean? If you said “no,” you’re in 
good company. According to a study by 
Standard & Poor’s in 2019, while the U.S. 
is among the largest economies in the 
world, it ranked number 14 in terms of its 
citizens’ financial literacy, only slightly 
ahead of Botswana, a significantly smaller 
economy. In fact, while most Americans 
believe themselves to be highly financially knowledgeable, only 
about 57% of U.S. adults are considered financially literate, ac-
cording to FINRA. What’s worse, many Americans lack savings 
but are increasingly in debt; some face a looming retirement 
crisis. How did we get here?

Assuming most Americans truly desire to make wise monetary 
decisions and understand the importance of financial literacy, 
why does our grasp of financial knowledge seem to be slipping? 
There are many reasons. One is that the financial arena is more 
complex than ever. Consider a generation or two ago, when 
most minor purchases were made in cash and in person, and 
there were far fewer options in terms of loans and investment 
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Know a student athlete between 13 and 18 years old who has shown 
outstanding character or good sportsmanship? They could be the 

winner of a $10,000 scholarship. 
Go to www.parkerandsons.com/character-counts-scholarship/ for details!


